
I Have a Dream/Found 

Poetry





Found Poetry

 Found poetry is a type 

of poetry taken from 

another work of 

literature.

 The poet reads another 

work of literature and 

circles the words they 

want to use or blacks 

out the unnecessary 

words around their 

chosen words.







Free, Finally Free

All words borrowed from Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech.

By Allyson Bryson

We refuse to believe

That this lonely island of poverty

Is all we have.

We see a beacon of light

Through the flames of withering injustice.

One day we will join hands,

One day we will be

Brothers and sisters.

We cannot stand alone.

I have a dream today.

This hallowed spot

Will soon be filled with freedom.

We will join together and sing

“Free at last, Free at last…”

(http://www.sjsdblogs.com/allysonb/2013/01/22/i-have-a-dream-found-poem/)



Example One:

Today...tomorrow

a dream

content:

deeply rooted

freedom

Example Two:

Friends I have

together

brotherhood

will rise up

true

transformed by freedom 

(http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson92/RWT113-
3FoundPoemsMLK.pdf)



Write your own found poem using “I 

Have a Dream”

 - You can use the speech any way you like:

 Scratch out the words you won’t be using OR

 Circle/highlight/underline the words you wish to use OR

 Circle the words you’ll be using and then transfer the poem to a 

separate piece of paper OR

 An idea of your own.

 THE ONE RULE: You must ONLY use words from the speech in your 

poem! This includes conjunctions (for, and, but, nor, or, yet, so), 

prepositions (above, about, across, into, off, on), and articles (a, 

an, the), too.

 HAVE FUN! 


